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New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** TEACHERS of Music have often unusual difficulties to contend with. The
artist who had to instruct colour-blind students in the rudiments of painting could hardly expect results of an
altogether satisfactory nature. But tone-deafness is probably a more common infirmity than colour-blindness.
We have been surprised to find that young ladies, accustomed to play their parents to sleep after dinner, have
been unable to tell us which was the higher of two notes, successively struck on the piano or pezzicatoed on the
violin, when these notes were separated by an interval of a major third, or even, in some cases, of a fifth. Such
pupils are by no means uncommon; and, though they may attain to a mechanical proficiency on the
pianoforte, all niceties of sound-modulation must be to them a matter of faith. To those, however, who possess
a delicate ear, and take an interest in, as well as extract enjoyment from Music, we can recommend the perusal
of Mr. Harris s little volume. And to all those who teach or really study music we go further, and recommend its
mastery. In the introductory chapter, On the Origin of a Musical Sound, we see at once that Mr. Harris does not
intend us to rest content with taking things for granted, but that his basis is experimental; and throughout the
work experiment and illustration help us at every turn. The first seven chapters deal with simple tones, the
mode of their transmission, their pitch, melodic relations, and intensity; with the auditory apparatus that
receives them, and their sympathetic relations arising out of co-vibration. The next chapter introduces us to
quality or timbre, which is clearly shown to...
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