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Luna Plena Publishing, United Kingdom, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This book consists of 45 discourses that were given by
Shaikh Abd Al-Qadir Al-Jilani in his school in Baghdad. These discourses, like the ones found in some of his
other books, would have been transcribed by some of his listener. There are a number of surviving manuscripts
of the book. The language of Shaikh Abd Al-Qadir s discourses is often permeated by symbolic references,
metaphorical images, and poetic expressions. This style, which is characteristic of the Shaikh s discourses,
reflects a number of facts. First, the Shaikh often speaks about spiritual matters that are completely unfamiliar
to the layperson and which the language is incapable of describing with accuracy. These, in the Shaikh s words,
are states, stations, visions, and experiences that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard, and has never
occurred to any human being. Second, the Shaikh s words spring as much from his heart as from his mind,
describing feelings as well as thoughts. He is forced to use common words to describe feelings that are known
only to those who have had those spiritual experiences. No language is equipped enough to describe these
feelings, in the same way that no words can assist in describing color to one born blind because it requires
visual experience. Third, the Shaikh often speaks about secret and intimate spiritual issues that he does not
want to or cannot fully disclose, thus wrapping his words in metaphors. The words of Shaikh Al-Jilani do not
describe one spiritual state and are not targeted at one person. They paint a fascinating picture of a myriad of
spiritual states and stations and apply to people of...
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