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widow and young family left suddenly unprovided for, I reckon up the children on this wise - so many ne er-do-
wells and so many governesses. | have met with exceptions, but the rule is sound. When my father, a wealthy
manufacturer, failed in business, he railed at the world for a little while, and then, calling us together, made us
a manly and affecting speech, in which he compared himself to Hercules, and declared his resolution to fight
the world for us all, and win us another luxurious home; then he set out for Australia in search of his labors,
leaving my mother and sister and myself in lodgings in Pimlico, and recommending us to the care of my
brother, a lad of twenty, who had just been expelled from college. My high-spirited mother rather resented my
father s conduct, and was of opinion that it would hare been more heroic to remain and starve with us at
Pimlico than to run away and let us starve alone. It was at this point that we promised to follow the rule | have
stated. My sister Elsie, who was sixteen, and I, two years older, never for one moment thought of looking for
support to James, who threw his arms dramatically round my mother s neck and declared for the fiftieth time
that he would turn over a new leaf ; but we instinctively took up the advertisement-sheet of the Times. About the
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