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RAND. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Unconquerable Nation: Knowing Our Enemy,
Strengthening Ourselves, Brian Michael Jenkins, This book is unlike other RAND publications. While it is based in
part on objective research, particularly as it applies to knowing the enemy, it also includes the personal
reflections of someone who has thought about terrorism for decades. I initiated RAND's research on terrorism
in 1972 with a simple memorandum that observed that this phenomenon was likely to spread and increase and
could create serious problems for the United States and its allies; therefore, I proposed, we should take a serious
look at it.This book diHers from other RAND publications in yet another respect. The reader will find strong
personal opinions on these pages. There is much concerning the conduct of the war on terror that I agree with:
the muscular initial response to 9/11, the removal of the Taliban government, the relentless pursuit of al
Qaeda's leaders and planners, the increasingly sophisticated approach to homeland security, and, although I
have deep reservations about the invasion of Iraq, President Bush's determination to avoid an arbitrary
timetable for withdrawal. The list of things with which I do not agree is longer: the needless bravado, the
arrogant attitude toward needed allies, the exploitation of fear, the exaggerated claims of progress, the serial
bending of history and fact, the persistence of a wanted-poster approach while the broader ideological struggle
is ignored, the rush to invade Iraq, the failure to deploy suHicient troops there despite the advice of senior
military leaders and the head of the Coalition Provisional Authority, the cavalier dismissal of treaties governing
the conduct of war, the mistreatment of prisoners, the unimaginable public defense of torture, the use of
homeland security funding for political pork barrel spending, and the failure to educate and...
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