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Excerpt: . he had honourably won it. But whenever he was
roused to anger, his officers instantly drew theirs and
presented them to him; or they stood ready to inflict any
punishment he might command. We nearly in this way
witnessed a terrible scene in our own house. My father gave a
dinner to Andres and his officers, about forty persons. Of
course all our wine glasses were in request; and after two or
three toasts had been drank, the secretary Mexias gave one,
tossing, in defiance of Andresito s prohibition, his glass over
172 A TOAST A LA ESPANOLA. his shoulder. His example was
immediately followed by about a dozen more gentlemen; and
no doubt every glass on the table would have shared the same
fate, had not the general sprung to his feet and commanded
them at their peril to break another. The...
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