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Crescent Moon Publishing, United Kingdom, 2012. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 4th. 234 x 156 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.THOMAS HARDY S TESS OF THE D
URBERVILLES: A CRITICAL STUDY A detailed and incisive analysis of Thomas Hardy s classic 1891 novel, using the
latest research in feminism, gay, lesbian and queer theory, and cultural studies. Illustrated (includes images
from the magazine serializations of Tess). Bibliogaphy. Notes. This edition has been completely revised.
Margaret Elvy oEers a thorough reappraisal of Thomas Hardy s favourite heroine. Elvy incorporates much of
recent Hardy criticism, in which Hardy has been reappraised in the light of materialist, psychoanalytic, gender,
poststructuralist and feminist criticism. Tess of the d Urbervilles is a novel of anger, a text which rages against
time, God, industrialization, and social institutions such as marriage, Chrisianity, the Church, law and
education. What does Tess Durbeyfield do that is wrong ? Thomas Hardy explains in the book: [s]he had been
made to break an accepted social law, but no law known to the environment in which she fancied herself such
an anomaly. Tess is forced, or is led, or falls into a complex situation by circumstances, confusions, innocence
(or ignorance), bad communication and desire. She is made to break an accepted social law : it is the same
with Eustacia Vye in The Return of the Native, and Sue Bridehead in Jude the Obscure. Somehow, their very
existence means transgressions will occur. Tess Durbeyfield transgresses society, goes against grain. She
(unwittingly perhaps) places herself outside of society and the law. She learns that there are diEerent kinds of
laws, diEerent sets of laws for diEerent groups of people. She has to learn about social boundaries, and how to
keep inside of limits. As it s a dramatic...
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