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was hung in chains, he was referring to a well-known local
landmark along his route through Charlestown (present-day
Somerville). On this site twenty years earlier a slave named Mark
Cj} DOWNLOAD PDF Codman had been hanged and his body gibbeted (suspended in
chains) for murder and petit treason for killing his master, John

Codman. A former ship s captain, John Codman was a wealthy
fifty-eight year old slave master and landowner in Charlestown
when he was murdered by his three slaves, Phillis, Phoebe, and
Mark Codman in 1755.* This celebrated case has become well-
known as one of the few times in American history when a
woman was sentenced to be burned to death; it is also of interest
to legal scholars for the unusual charge of petit treason brought
against the defendants; perhaps most important, however, the
story of Mark, Phillis, and the other slaves involved in the plot
serves as a window through which...
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