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consumed wholly on the altar. At whatever time and by
whomsoever offered, holocausts were naturally regarded as the
highest, because the most complete, outward expression of man
s reverence to God. It is, indeed, true that certain passages of the
prophets of Israel have been construed by modern critics into an
utter rejection of the offering of sacrifices, the holocausts
included; but this position is the outcome of a partial view of the
evidence, of the misconception of an attack on abuses as an
attack on the institution which they had infected. For details
concerning this point, and for a discussion of the place which
the same scholars assign to the 6lah (holocaust) in their theory
of the development of the sacrificial system among the Hebrews,
see Sacrifice. The following is a concise statement of the Mosaic
Law as contained chiefly in what critics...
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