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Important Events in American Labor History 1778 Journeymen printers of New York City combined to demand
an increase in wages. After the increase was granted, the organization was abandoned. 1786 The earliest
authenticated strike of workers in the United States in a single trade occurred when Philadelphia printers
gained a minimum wage of 6 a week. 1791 Philadelphia carpenters struck unsuccessfully in May for a 10-hour
day and additional pay for overtime. This was the first recorded strike of workers in the building trades. 1792
The first local craft union formed for collective bargaining was organized by Philadelphia shoemakers. It
disbanded in less than a year. 1794 The Federal Society of Journeymen Cordwainers was formed in Philadelphia
by the shoeworkers. It lasted until 1806, when it was tried and fined for conspiracy. (See below. ) The
Typographical Society was organized in New York City by the printers. It remained in existence for 10 Vi years.
1805 A Journeymen Cordwainers union in New York City included a closed-shop clause in its constitution. 1806
Members of the Philadelphia Journeymen Cordwainers were tried for criminal conspiracy after a strike for
higher wages. The charges were (1) combination to raise wages and (2) combination to injure others. The union
was found guilty and fined. Bankrupt as a result, the union disbanded. This was the first of several unions to be
tried for conspiracy. 1825 The United Tailoresses of New York, a trade union organization for women only, was
formed in New York...
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