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undersigned committee was called into existence by the Committee on Department Methods in consequence of
an instruction from the President from which, in your letter requesting us to serve, you quote the following
paragraph as indicating the objects of our appointment: With a view to the adoption of a more systematic and
effective method of dealing with the problem of documentary historical publications of the United States
Government, so as to secure a maximum of economy and efficiency, you are instructed to consider the
desirability of reviewing, with the aid of a subcommittee of experts, the whole field of documentary publications
which consist wholly or mainly of material for the history of the United States, and framing a preliminary plan
which will represent the deliberate judgment of historical experts and serve to guide subsequent governmental
work of this kind into the best channels. In accordance with this instruction and the terms used by you in
appointing the subcommittee, we beg leave to submit the following report, dealing with (a) the course hitherto
pursued by the Government in the printing of volumes of documentary historical material; (b) the ground
covered by such volumes already published and the extent to which they serve the interests of workers in our
national history; (c) the gaps to be noted in our historical record which might be filled by Government
publications, and (d) the possibility of putting into operation a system whereby such issues might be steadily
kept to a high standard of quality and to a scientific plan, orderly...
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