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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .greater outside attention than is being bestowed upon it. There is a large
extent of rich mineral country, but the population is small and many of the workings are practically at a
standstill, which, if scientifically mined with good machinery, and the stone treated with modern appliances
and improved processes, could not fail to give a good return upon the necessary capital. The district is a
remote one, timber is scarce, and the carriage of materials, machinery, and even the necessaries of life very
expensive. All these causes emphasise the necessity for railway communication. The route vid Croydon to
Normantoh is the nearest, although one by way of Herberton to the east coast at Cairns is also strongly
advocated. One argument in favour of the latter is the increased facilities it would oFer for obtaining timber.
The condition of the field has but little changed during 1896, the results being about the same as in 1895.
Considerably more than one-fourth of the gold was obtained from the alluvial, Green Hill being the chief
contributor, although Percy, Gilberton, Mount Hogan, and-Woolgar added their quota. There were 18,476 tons
of stone crushed during 1896, giving a yield of 17,033 oz., or 18 dwt. 10 gr. per ton; 2,922 tons of tailings, treated
by the cyanide process, returned 2,028 oz., or an average of 13 dwt. 21 gr.; and the alluvial gold won amounted
to 7,805 oz.; a total of 26,866 oz., valued at 70,346. Gladstone. The Gladstone group...
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