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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Complete Scientific Grammar of the English
Language English Grammar is at present in the same condition in which Copernicus found Astronomy, when it
was taught that the earth is the great centre of the Universe, and that the sun, moon, planets, and stars revolve
about it once in twenty-four hours. The text books are filled with a mass of absurdity and contradiction totally
unworthy of the name of science; and the time and labor of those who use them are worse than wasted. This
state of things is a disgrace to the scholarship of the age, and calls loudly for a reformation. The absolute truth
of these statements can easily be demonstrated; but there is no room in this volume for such matter. Lest,
however, any one should think the author to be peculiar and extreme in his views, let a few others be heard.
President Eliot, of Harvard University, says | consider the present system of teaching English Grammar in our
elementary schools irrational and fruitless. Prof. Child, of the same University, says | do not know that | ever
before saw an English Grammar which | would permit my children to look into, so great the chance has been
that they would learn nothing or be taught something false. The New England Journal of Education agrees with
Mr. Epes Sargent in calling our ordinary grammars a blot on American scholarship. The New York Evening Post
refers to the common system as an ii rational system ; and the Maryland School Journal calls it a nauseous
mixture for unfortunate juveniles. Similar testimonies might be multiplied indefinitely; and they seem to
harmonize perfectly with...
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