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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 edition. Excerpt: . LECTURE Il. ON THE SCANDINAVIAN ORIGIN OF THE ANCIENT
RUSS. In the preceding lecture | sought to take a survey of the ethnography of ancient Russia; | gave you Nestor
s relation of the foundation of the Russian state, and | added a description of its founders, the Russ, derived
from Greek and Oriental sources. | am now going to lay before you evidence from other sources to corroborate
Nestor s account of the Scandinavian origin of the Russ. | freely confess that most of this evidence is by no
means new; but considering the opposition which has been raised against this view, it cannot be too often
repeated, and | hope also to be able to present to you fresher and more correct views as to some of the details
of the subject than have hitherto been entertained. As | have mentioned before, the Greek form of the name
Russ is Rhds, Pjy (or Rusioi, Povo-wi), and from the close of the ninth century Byzantine literature abounds in
references to the Rhos. There is no doubt that the Greeks were thoroughly acquainted with this people, and it is
evident that they well knew how to distinguish them from other neighbouring nations and particularly from the
Slavs. But if we ask for the real nationality of the people to whom the Greeks applied the name Rhds, Byzantine
literature itself gives us no direct and positive answer. A designation of them which sometimes occurs,...
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